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for the presidency are tested, or at any rate ought to be tested,
whereas the only qualification that a baby prince can show is his
capacity to cry/'
Avenir proceeded to defend the president's autocratic powers,
with special reference to the dictatorship of Rome. " There are/1
he said, " occasions in the history of a people when quick decisions
have to be taken, and a firm will is needed to direct afiairs. Ham-
pered by a king or a president whose hands are tied, a country
will often come to grief. He must therefore be given power, and
this can be done with less ill results if we but have the assurance
that we have chosen the right person, andif there is some guarantee
against the abuse of his power. You know that the only time
when the world was governed for nearly a century with resolution
and reason, was by-virtue of the elective system; I refer to that
memorable period which began with Nerva, and ended with Marcus
Aurelius. It is true that the rulers themselves determined their
successors, but this merely proves that a good choice can be made/*
Curiously enough this was not the system which Avenir re-
commended ; he developed another one which was certainly much,
more complicated.
" I assume," he said, " a country such as France, divided into
some fifty provinces or miniature states. Each of these shall be
ruled by a government, chosen by the population as a whole, or by
%e .educated part of it. Within their spheres these governments
must be invested with as much power as may be delegated to them
without danger. They must be most liberally paid, and enjoy all
such privileges as are likely to make their position a highly enviable
one,
" Thereby gifted and ambitious men will be induced to enter
the service of the state, where they will have the opportunity of
giving practical proof of their ability. The president shall be
elected from amongst these governors, to hold office, for a period

